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President’s Message 

 

 

The ASSDF presents Jett Roberts for a Special Labor Day Dance on 

Monday, Sept. 6th, sponsored by the Twirling Lariats at the Hut in Mabelvale 

(Little Rock). Jett called for our 2019 Fall Festival; he’s nationally recognized 

as one of the top callers in America. Please don’t miss this opportunity! 

 

The ASSDF 71st Fall Festival and Trail End Dance Oct. 7-9 is just around 

the corner in Texarkana. Nelda Eaton is the caller for the Trail End Dance on 

Thursday night, and Tim Tyl will be the featured caller Friday night.  Please 

don’t forget to pre-register to get the early bird special rates! The delegates 

meeting will be on Saturday morning, so each club needs to be sure you’re 

represented. Linda Carlisle is looking for clubs/couples to participate in the 

Fashion Show, so please reach out to Linda Carlile at lincarlile@aol.com -- 

so your club will be represented. It’s hard to believe Tonia and I participated 

in the ASSDF Fashion Show in October, 1975, representing the Swing-N-

Teens, before we were married. On August 17, we celebrated being married 

45 years. 

 

Tonia and I are blessed to be able to dance with so many of you on a regular 

basis. I think sometimes we take it for granted, and so when I found out that I 

was going to have eye surgery unexpectedly, I found out just how fast doing 

what you enjoy can be taken away. So, for at least 2 weeks in August, I’m not 

able to dance, go to work, or do very much, but look down. I do get to watch 

TV, as long as I use this fancy reverse mirror. I believe this is a lesson in 

humility, and just a reminder just how fast things can change. 

 

Remember to take time to do what is important. Spend time with your family, 

friends, and your special friends you square dance with; and don’t forget to go 

to church, and thank The Good Lord for the blessings we enjoy! 

 

See you on the dance floor, soon! 

Ted and Tonia Hofmeister, 2021 ASSDF President 



                                      

 

 FROM THE EDITOR 
 

 

They’ve said to “put your heart into square dancing. I’ll do it literally, after I 

was hospitalized for 4 days, and diagnosed with atrial flutter. I’m having 

exams done, and consulting with my cardiologist on the next steps. With the 

recent spike in cases, please get your shots, if possible, call before you travel, 

and advise if your dance schedule changes, due to COVID-19. 

 

If you missed dancing to Jett Roberts at the 2019 ASSDF Fall Festival, he’s 

calling a Special Dance on Labor Day Night, Monday, Sept. 6, 2021, at the 

American Legion Post 128, at 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and Leah Lane) 

at 7pm. See the flier at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com) the ASSDF 

website), and elsewhere in this issue, for more info...and check the Special 

Events Calendar on the ASSDF website, as well as in The Modern Square, 

for more dances. 

 

Speaking of the Fall Festival, it's next month in Texarkana. The Advance 

Registration Deadline is Sept. 30. On Oct. 1, registration increases to $25 

for the weekend, and $15 for either Friday or Saturday; and the lodging rates 

go back to “regular prices”. See the flier elsewhere in this issue, and on the 

ASSDF website for more info. 

 

With fall, and back to school, it also means classes for new dancers. If your 

club plans lessons, please include such in your Club Report, or email the 

info to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com -- where I can put it out in an email 

blast. Please contact me if you have info such as Club Facebook Pages, 

changes in your info as a club, caller, or cuer, or for questions on the ASSDF 

website, or The Modern Square (including subscriptions). Even a little bit 

of news in a Club Report is better than nothing at all. 

 

Several emails are bouncing on the e-Edition, due to spam filters being set 

too high. Please place assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com in your whitelist. 

 

The e-Edition photos are from the Bluebird Squares All Singing Calls 

Dance. Thanks to Daryl Stout and Carolyn Birdsong for the photos. 

 

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman 

 



 

 



 



 

 



                                                                      

 

 



 

 



Special Events  
SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Please call before traveling, to check for last minute cancellations. If 

you’re not feeling well, or if weather’s an issue, please stay home. Info 

on Club Contacts, plus Callers and Cuers, are in the e-Edition, at the 

ASSDF website (https://www.arkansassquaredance.com). Clubs that  

are DARK aren’t noted in the cancellations listings, or on the Google 

Events Calendar on the ASSDF website. Other out of state square 

and round dance festivals are listed in the e-Edition Special Events 

Calendar; please email the info to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com  

Sept. 3-5, 2021 – 50th Single Square Dancers USA Final Labor Day 

Dance-A-Rama, Des Moines, IA. Registration forms are located at 

www.dar2021.ssdusa.org and on the ASSDF website. 

 

Sept. 6, 2021 – Labor Day Dance with Jett Roberts. American 

Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and Leah Lane), 

Mabelvale, AR. Sponsored by the Twirling Lariats. $10 per person. 

Time: 7pm Caller: Jett Roberts – see flier elsewhere in this issue, and 

on the ASSDF website for more information. 

 

Sept. 6, 2021 – Pioneers are DARK tonight. 

 

Sept. 9, 2021 – Square Dance Lessons, Swingin’ Cavaliers, 

Charleston, AR – Caller/Instructor: Ron Keeling -- Contact Anita 

Vandergriff at (479) 639-0019 or email to anitav@centurytel.net for 

more information. 

 

Sept. 13, 2021 – Square Dance Basics, Little Rock, AR – Hosted by 

the Twirling Lariats at Immerse Arkansas, 5300 Asher Avenue, 

starting at 6pm, with a hamburger and hot dog cookout, then dance 

from 7pm to 8pm. Caller/Instructor: Phil Moorehouse. See the flier in 

the e-Edition, and on the ASSDF website, or contact Heidi Whitman at 

heidi.whitman@gmail.com or at (316) 259-5324 for more information. 

 

Sept. 18, 2021 – Bluebird Squares Spaghetti Dinner and Dance.  



Saline County Fairgrounds, Exit 116 off of I-30. Dinner at 6:30pm, 

Dance at 7pm. $10 per person. Caller: Carolyn Birdsong – see flier 

elsewhere in this issue and on the ASSDF website for more 

information. 

 

Sept. 23, 2021 – Square Dance Lessons, Bryant, AR – Contact Art 

Ritter at (501) 326-8003 or email to motorman44@yahoo.com for 

more information. 

 

Sept. 24, 2021 – Heber Springers Hillbilly Dance. Rosebud 

Community Senior Center, 5916 Highway 36 West, Rosebud, AR. 

Dance at 7pm. Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

 

Sept. 25, 2021 – Maverick Mixers 50’s and Subscription Dance. 

American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and Leah 

Lane), Mabelvale, AR. Dance: 7pm. Caller: Phil Moorehouse. See the 

e-Edition or the ASSDF website for a flier with more information. 

 

Sept. 27, 2021 – Pioneers Hobo Dance. Good Samaritan Society, 300 

Good Samaritan Road (Building #250), Mountain Home, AR. Dance: 

6:30pm. Caller: Roy Hestand, Jr. 

 

Sept. 30, 2021 – Advance Registration Deadline for the 2021 

ASSDF Fall Festival in Texarkana 

 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

Oct. 7, 2021 – Blue Belles And Beaus are DARK tonight. 

 

Oct. 7, 2021 – Trail-End Dance to ASSDF Fall Festival. Texarkana 

RV Park and Event Center, 5900 US 59, Texarkana, TX. ** Separate 

Admission, payable at door ** See the flier elsewhere in this issue, 

and on the ASSDF website for more information. Caller: Nelda Eaton  

 

Oct. 8, 2021 – Heber Springers and Levi’s And Lace are DARK 

tonight. 

 

Oct. 9, 2021 – Maverick Mixers are DARK tonight. 

 

Oct. 8-9, 2021 – ASSDF Fall Festival. Four State Fairgrounds, 3700 

East 50th Street, Texarkana, AR. Friday night caller: Tim Tyl, with 



Arkansas Callers And Cuers On Saturday. See the flier elsewhere in 

this issue, and on the ASSDF website for more information. 

 

Oct. 21, 2021 – Heber Springers Dan Nordbye Dance. Rosebud 

Community Senior Center, 5916 Highway 36 West, Rosebud, AR. 

Dance at 7pm. Caller: Dan Nordbye 

 

Oct. 22, 2021 – Heber Springers are DARK tonight. 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

 

Nov. 12, 2021 – Heber Springers Red White And Blue Dance. 

Rosebud Community Senior Center, 5916 Highway 36 West, 

Rosebud, AR. Dance at 7pm. Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

 

Nov. 24, 2021 – Twirling Funtimers are DARK tonight. 

 

Nov. 25, 2021 – Star Steppers are DARK tonight. 

 

Nov. 26, 2021 – Heber Springers and Levi’s And Lace are DARK 

tonight. 

 

Nov. 27, 2021 – Maverick Mixers are DARK tonight. 

 

DECEMBER 2021 

 
Dec. 2, 2021 – Blue Belles And Beaus will be dancing at Rocky 

Point Baptist Church tonight, due to a conflict at their regular dance 

site. The church is at 2130 Rocky Point Road (Highway 323) in 

Judsonia. The club has a workshop at 6pm, with a dance at 7pm. For 

more information, please contact Robert Shaver at 501-724-3930. 

 

Dec. 10, 2021 – Heber Springers Christmas Dance. Rosebud 

Community Senior Center, 5916 Highway 36 West, Rosebud, AR. 

Dance at 7pm. Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

 

Dec. 18, 2021 – Bluebird Squares Christmas Dance. Saline County 

Fairgrounds, Exit 116 off of I-30. Dance at 7pm. $10 per person. 

Callers: Carolyn Birdsong and Phil Moorehouse 



Dec. 24, 2021 – Heber Springers and Levi’s And Lace are DARK 

tonight. 

 

Dec. 25, 2021 – Maverick Mixers are DARK tonight. 

 

Dec. 30, 2021 – Blue Belles And Beaus New Years Eve Eve Dance. 

Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson Street, Judsonia, AR. 

Workshop: 6pm Dance 7pm: Caller Phil Moorehouse 

 

JUNE 2022 

 

June 22-25, 2022 – 71st National Square Dance Convention, 

Evansville, IN  Info and fliers at https://www.71nsdc.org   – a 

registration form is in the e-Edition, and on the ASSDF website. 

 

“Extra Extra”- Square Dance News 
 

Maverick Mixers 
 
Member and Visitor Birthday Yellowrocks for September go to Nancy 

Finney.  We continue to pray for Nancy, as her husband, Jim continues his 

valiant battle with cancer. He’s doing a little better, but he still has a long 

road ahead of him.  

 

I’m now “a heart patient”, after I was ambulatory to the Emergency Room, 

and hospitalized for 4 days in late July and early August, where I was 

diagnosed with “Atrial Flutter”. At least the medication should greatly reduce 

the risk of a fatal stroke or heart attack. I don’t need pacemaker surgery, but 

I’m not sure how this condition will affect my dancing, or other hobbies. 

 

Visitors at the July 24 and August 14 dances included dancers from the 

Twirling Lariats, Star Steppers, and Bluebird Squares…with Carolyn 

Birdsong calling a tip. Phil “Slipped The Clutch” in getting “Spin Chain The 

Gears” and “Spin Chain Thru” mixed up…I guess he wanted a real mixer!! 

But, in the past, I’ve heard callers call “Spin Chain Thru”, then add “No 

Gears!! No Gears!!”. At our August 14 dance, Art Ritter guest called a tip. 

 

Our own Phil Moorehouse joined Carolyn Birdsong, caller for the Bluebird 

Squares, for their Singing Calls Alphabetically Dance on August 7 in Benton, 

which had 2 squares of dancers. While yours truly loves patter, all singing 

calls is a nice change of pace. The dance was reminiscent of the onetime “All 



Singing Calls Toad Suck Daze Dance” that was done by the now former 

Rebel Reelers Club in Conway years ago.  

 

As a side note, the first time I attended that dance (1986, which I think was 

the first one), I never saw such a spread of food in all my life!! I truly didn’t 

know whether to dance, eat, fellowship, or try to do all three!! But, it was 

such a joy to hear the late “Wild Bill” Wilder in his beautiful baritone voice, 

especially on the singing call “Green Green Grass Of Home” (with “Spin 

Chain Thru” in it). And, I can still hear him drawl “Yang!! Yang!! Yang!!”. 

He is sorely missed. 

 

This month, we have a Subscription Dance in combination with our annual 

50’s dance on Sept. 27. Come in either your square dance or 50’s attire; and 

sign up for, or renew a print or e-Edition subscription to The Modern 

Square. Yours truly will be there to answer questions on The Modern 

Square, and on the ASSDF Website; and our own Phil Moorehouse will call 

the dance. See the e-Edition or on the ASSDF website for a flier, with more 

information. 

 

Note that we’re DARK on Oct. 9 for the ASSDF Fall Festival in Texarkana, 

Nov. 27 for Thanksgiving, plus Dec. 25 for Christmas. Please call before you 

travel, in case of any last minute cancellations. We normally dance the second 

and fourth Friday at 7pm, at the American Legion Post in Mabelvale, unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

Lastly, for photos and vidoes from our recent dances, and the latest updates, 

please go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/2402030760029886 -- which 

is our Facebook page…thanks to Ginny Short for the pictures and videos. 

 

Daryl Stout 

 

Star Steppers 

 
Due to various issues, we CHANGED our dance night to the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday, as of August 11, 2021. However, there is NO CHANGE in the 

time (7pm to 9pm) or location (White Hall Media Center (Scout Hut), White 

Hall City Park, 700 Andersen Avenue, in White Hall. If you have any 

questions, please call me at (870) 718-0295. 

 

Kathy Tankersly 

 



Twirling Funtimers 

 
Hello Dancers!  Twirling Funtimers are back in action…please come join us.  

We are in a new venue -- Loyd Travis Municipal Building, 14 Skyles Lane,  

Lakeview, AR. We haven’t scheduled any guest callers yet, but please keep 

checking our website for the latest info: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/twirlingfuntimers 

 

Note: We welcome all levels of dancers. However, the safety of our dancers is 

of paramount importance…so please don’t come if you are sick, are feeling 

under the weather, or are running a temperature. Thank you!  Please be aware 

that we collect data for contact tracing, including your temperature and phone 

number. Hope to see you in a square real soon. As a heads up, we’ll be 

DARK on Nov. 24, for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

Paul Chernell 

 

Twirling Lariats 

 
Greetings, fellow Arkansas square dancers! We hope you had a fun summer!  

  

Just FYI – in the e-Edition, I inserted lots of “hyperlinks” -- just click on the 

words, and it’ll take you to another webpage with more information.  

  

Our big news is that we are starting outreach lessons on Monday, Sept. 13! 

We’re collaborating with Immerse Arkansas, a nonprofit organization that 

works with youth aging out of foster care to teach them life skills and 

surround them with caring people. We’ll be meeting at their brand new 

facility, 5300 Asher Avenue, in Little Rock. Phil Moorehouse has graciously 

offered to donate his time as a caller -- THANK YOU, PHIL!  

  

We will start out with a hamburger/hotdog cookout (thanks to Ted Hofmeister 

for volunteering to cook!) at Immerse Arkansas on Sept. 13, followed by a 

dance. We will then offer lessons for the youth, and their mentors for 6 more 

weeks. If you can come on Sept. 13, please bring a side dish or dessert -- tell 

us what you can bring. Also, we need angels to help teach the new dancers 

and their mentors, at least 8 per week. If you can come any Monday night, 

please let us know you’ll be an angel on the weeks you can come.  

  

Our next special dance is the Labor Day Dance on Monday night, Sept. 6, 

7-9pm, with national caller Jett Roberts. $10 per person, Mainstream with 



some Plus calls. Please call Ted Hofmeister at 501-520-7270, with any 

questions.  

 

Until further notice, we’re still dancing on the 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month, 

and 5th Fridays when that happens. Guests are always welcome for the 

minimal charge of $5 per person. Masks are recommended, but not required. 

Hand sanitizer available. Please bring a snack to share if you are so inclined.  

Please check our Facebook page for the latest photos and updates. We love 

y’all -- be safe and be well -- and keep on dancing!! Yellow rocks, 

 

Heidi Whitman 

 

Bluebird Squares 

 
Our first annual All Singing Calls Alphabetically Dance went very well! We 

all danced our little feet off! There was so much laughing! To me, that's what 

square dancing is all about! Thank you so much Phil Moorehouse for sharing 

the stage! Special thanks go to all the people that helped put this dance 

together, including the ones that brought the great snacks! I couldn't have 

done it without all of you! Bluebird Squares will be DARK August 21st, 

since we had to move the dance to August 7th. 

 

Our next special is September 18th. We’ll be having our Spaghetti Dinner 

And Dance It Off Dance. Beef spaghetti, chicken spaghetti, garlic toast, 

salad, desserts and drinks! Ramona Huff is cooking everything from scratch, 

and I'm furnishing the garlic toast and drinks! Dinner 6:30, dance 7:00 to 

9:00. $10 each. See the flier elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF 

website for more info. Looking forward to the special dance Labor Day, Sept. 

6th, with Jett Roberts. It'll be a great dance! He's not only a really good caller, 

but also a really nice guy! 

 

The hummers are really migrating now! You can tell which ones are by their 

northern accent! Please change sugar water and clean feeders every day in 

this heat. Sugar water left in feeders will turn toxic and could kill hummers. 

We need to take excellent care of them, to give them a better chance of 

crossing the Gulf of Mexico in October! 

 

Ya'll come on over and laugh and dance and eat with us! We're at the Saline 

County Fairground, Exit 116 off I-30 in Benton.  

  

Carolyn Birdsong 

 



                     
 

At various times during the year, clubs offer square or round dance lessons to 

“get new blood” into the hobby…and as a “refresher” for long time dancers. 

Please check with the various club contacts, their club reports, or Facebook 

pages for more information. Data included is the city, date, time (if known), 

and contact.  

 

The amount of time to join the class as a new student may be limited. There’s 

likely a fee for the class (the amount varies), to pay the hall rent, and for the 

caller or cuer for their time. Lastly, “angels” (experienced dancers) are 

encouraged to show up, to help the new dancers learn the moves, and to gain 

confidence. 

 

Bryant – Thursday, starting Sept. 23, from 4pm to 5:30pm. Contact Art Ritter 

at (501) 326-8003 or email to motorman44@yahoo.com for more 

information. 

 

Charleston – (Swingin’ Cavaliers) -- Thursday, starting Sept. 9. Contact: 

Anita Vandergriff at (479) 639-0019, or email to anitav@centurytel.net for 

more information. 

 

Little Rock – (Twirling Lariats) – Monday, starting Sept. 13, 2021 at 6pm – 

Immerse Arkansas, 5300 Asher Avenue, Little Rock. Contact Heidi Whitman 

at heidi.whitman@gmail.com – or call (316) 259-5324 – or see flier in the e-

Edition, and on the ASSDF website for more information. 

 

Note: If you have info on classes, or corrections to the above data, please email 

the Editor at assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com     
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Name _____________________________________________ 
Please help us to prevent errors. Print clearly. 

 

Address_______________________________________ 
 

City__________________________________________ 
 

State__________________________ Zip ____________ 
 

Telephone Number _____________________________ 

 

Email Address__________________________________ 
 

If you’d like the e-Edition and news updates, please fill in the 

email address; otherwise, you can leave that line blank, or write 

N/A in the space. Please make your check payable to ASSDF, 

and mail it to Sheila Gesing, 9760 Grant 7, Sheridan, AR 72150 

 

Where is My Modern Square?? 

 
The Modern Square is mailed by the 23rd of the month, before 

the month of issue. If you haven’t received it by the 1st of the 

month (excluding Sundays and holidays), contact the Editor to 

be sure your print subscription hasn’t expired (the date is on the 

mailing label on the back page), and your mailing address is 

correct. If there has been a printing/mailing delay, the Editor can 

advise of such. 

 

If the subscription is current, the mailing address is correct, and 

it was printed and mailed on time; then contact your Post Office, 

and ask where it is (mail delivery has been much slower than 

usual lately). Please complain that you need The Modern Square, 

because of the dance dates within it.  


