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President’s Message 

 

 

2021 will be a new year filled with anticipation! Last year at this time it was 

just another year on the calendar, and now it will be a year that goes down in 

history due to COVID. A COVID vaccine has been approved, and hopefully in 

the next 3-4 months, we’ll all have been vaccinated, and a bit of normalcy will 

return.  

 

The Three Amigos dance is scheduled for Saturday, January 2nd, in Eureka 

Springs. The dance is still on at the Inn of the Ozarks, located at 207 West Van 

Buren. The dance will start at 3pm with local callers, and then the Amigos will 

start at 7pm. Tonia and I will be modeling our masks, and temperatures will be 

checked. Tonia and I plan to go up there on December 31st, and enjoy the sights 

and sounds of Eureka Springs. 

 

The Modern Square print edition is at risk, as noted in earlier articles. The 

ASSDF cannot afford to absorb the loss associated with the print edition, so if 

we drop below 40 mailed copies, it’ll be discontinued. Personally, I am old 

school; and like to read it, and carry it with me. So, if you like the print edition, 

please renew your subscription. If you want the print edition, please pay the 

$20/year subscription rate, and sign up today! 

 

It is with sadness that I must report that Ann Grigsby has resigned as insurance 

chairperson, as of January 1st, due to health issues. Ann has held the position 

for over 10 years, and always been a pleasure to deal with. Tonia and I have 

danced with Ann (and her late husband, Joe) since the early 80’s. Ann started 

dancing in 1980 with the Twirling Lariats, and was always a high energy, fun 

person to dance with. She loved to dance, and was always a joy to be around. 

 

Even with all that 2020 has brought us and changed in our lives, Tonia and I 

have been blessed more than we deserve, are and looking forward to seeing 

everyone in the coming months. 

Ted and Tonia Hofmeister, ASSDF President, 2021 



                                        

 

Is your contact information correct as a Caller or Cuer?? 

For your club, are your dance location, dance dates, and 

times (regular or special dances), and club contact correct?? 

If not, please notify the Editor as soon as possible…so the 

data can be corrected. Thank you in advance for your help. 

Before traveling call ahead first! 
 

 

A club could cancel a dance at the last minute!  
 

NOAA Weather Radios are available at most electronics/department 

stores.  Be sure to get one with the SAME Warning Alarm Capability 

and a battery backup. The voice of the National Weather Service alerts 

you to severe weather 24 hours a day. Also available is weather.gov  

Choose Arkansas for the forecasts, watches, warnings, and advisories. 

                                   Ad paid for by Daryl Stout 

 

 

FROM THE 

EDITOR 
 

 

 

 

We've been ready to say "Bah! Humbug!" to 2020 for many months...and 

hoping 2021 will be better for all concerned. However, please continue to 

observe COVID-19 precautions...and call before you travel, to verify any 

precautions, and to see if the club is dancing. In mid-December, snow affected 

much of northern Arkansas…with numerous wrecks on I-49 in the Fayetteville 

and Rogers areas. In short, if weather is an issue, if you don't feel well, or are 

leery of getting out, please stay home.  

 

As we have noted in past editions, the print edition of The Modern Square 

continues to lose subscriptions. We’re down to 48 for January, 2021…and 

have over 2 dozen subscriptions that expire with the February issue (its 

database is to go to the printer in mid-January. Reminder Letters for these were 

sent out in mid-December. With the hustle and bustle of the holidays, the Post 

Office has been extremely busy lately.  

 



 

As President Ted Hofmeister noted, “if we drop below 40 print subscriptions, 

then it’ll be discontinued”. If we get to that point, we’ll likely offer refunds for 

unused print subscriptions, but a decision on that won’t be made until possibly 

late February, after the March, 2020 database and publication, have been 

prepared and sent off by yours truly as Editor. If we do have to end the print 

edition, one final edition of it will be published. 

 

The continued rising cost of postage and printing has caused us to move several 

items from the print edition (which remained the same from month to month) 

to the e-Edition, and to the website. These include most of the ads, as well as 

the caller, cuer, and club listings...e-Edition info, plus social media and website 

links. Also, a new website and logo for the ASSDF are being worked on, and 

should be online by early next year. 

 

Please contact me if you have a question on when your print subscription 

expires...and let me know if there are changes in your email address for the e-

Edition, or in your mailing address for the print edition. If these come back as 

undeliverable, you'll no longer receive them until you contact me. The best 

ways to contact me are via phone or email. While I still access Facebook, I’m 

not on it as much as I used to be. 

 

E-Edition pictures this month are from Carolyn Birdsong from the Heber 

Springers Christmas Dance, and from the Twirling Lariats 2016 Graduation 

Dance. Pictures are also from Ginny Short from the Maverick Mixers 2020 

Christmas Dance. 

 

I’ve decided to attend The Three Amigos Dance in Eureka Springs on January 

2, as I needed a break from things here (see the ad elsewhere in this issue). I 

still plan to attend the National Square Dance Convention in Jackson, MS from 

June 23-26, 2021. I have placed website links in the Special Dances listing for 

several dances…including the 50th and final Dance-A-Rama for Single Square 

Dances USA (SSDUSA), as they will be disbanding after the event. I attended 

several of the “Singles Nationals” in years past…including the two in North 

Little Rock in 2007, and in 2017. 

 

Lastly, thoughts and prayers go to national caller Jerry Story, as he recovers 

from numerous health issues. I know he and his wife, Kristi, appreciate 

everyone's support...and thanks to national caller Tony Oxendine for his 

updates and posts on Facebook on Jerry's condition. Those who have danced to 

Tony and Jerry know what a treat it is to dance to either of them separately, or 

to both of them together. 
 

                                                   Daryl Stout 



                                                                                                      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



         

Where are your special events? 
 

Please notify the Modern Square Editor of your club’s special events 

(up to one year in advance) with all information included as listed above. 

The earlier all information is provided, the earlier the listing will appear. 

 

National Square Dance Convention® 
 
 

      

 

2021 -- June 23-26, 2021                 Host City:         

                                                          Jackson, Mississippi   
 

2022 -- June 22-25, 2022                 Host City: 

                                                          Evansville, Indiana   

2023 -- June 21-24, 2023                 Host City: 

                                                          Mobile, Alabama   
 

2024 -- June 26-29, 2024                 Host City: 

                                                          Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 

 

 
 

 

 



“Special Events” 
JANUARY 2021 

 

Please call before you travel, in case of any last minute 

changes or cancellations in the scheduled special dances, as 

well as any COVID-19 requirements. If you’re not feeling 

well, or if bad weather is an issue, please stay home. 

 

January 1, 2021 – The Twirling Lariats are DARK tonight. 

 

January 2, 2021 – The Three Amigos Dance. Callers: Phil 

Moorehouse, Gene Gencarczyk, and Joey Duhamel. Best 

Western Inn Of The Ozarks, 207 West Van Buren, Eureka 

Springs, AR. Hotel info at https://www.innoftheozarks.com/  -- 

see the flier elsewhere in this issue for more information. 

 

January 29, 2021 – The Twirling Lariats are DARK tonight. 

 

may 2021 

 

May 1, 2021 – ASSDF Delegates Meeting And Subscription 

Dance. Doubletree By Hilton, 4813 Central Avenue, Hot 

Springs, AR. See flier in this issue for more info. Hotel info at 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/hothsdt-doubletree-hot-

springs/ 

 

JUNE 2021 

 

June 23-26, 2021 – 70th National Square Dance Convention, 

Jackson, MS. Registration forms online at https://70nsdc.com 

 

 

 



juLY Thru decemBER 2021 

 

Sept. 3-5, 2021 – 50th Single Square Dances USA Final Labor 

Dance A-Rama, Des Moines, IA – Registration forms online at 

www.dar2021.ssdusa.org 

 

Oct. 7, 2021 – Trail-End Dance to ASSDF Fall Festival. 

 

Oct. 8-9, 2021 – 71st ASSDF Fall Festival, Texarkana. 

 

Additional special dances are noted on the websites. 

 

“Extra Extra”- Square Dance News 
 

Maverick Mixers 
 

Joey Duhamel guest called for our own Phil Moorehouse at our Christmas 

Dance, as Phil wasn’t available that night. At the dance, we had 10 dancers of 

members and visitors…including yours truly, as well as Jerry and Ginny 

Short, Amika Becker, Carol Souza, Stan Stander, Lee Conner, Ted and Tonia 

Hofmeister, and Alana Clegg. It was my first dancing since spring, and I was 

stiff as a board…but, everyone had a good time. Several pictures are in the e-

Edition. 

 

Several members took up donations for Jim and Nancy Finney, as Jim 

continues dealing with medical issues. Our thoughts and prayers continue for 

Jim and Nancy. 

 

Member and Visitor Birthday yellowrocks for January go to Amika Becker. 

My apologies for those I may have missed.  

 

While several members were hoping to go to Eureka Springs for the Jan. 2 

dance with The Three Amigos, with snow and icy roads having occurred 

across northwest Arkansas as I prepared this report, I can’t say if the dance 

went on as scheduled; but I hope to have a report in the February, 2021 issue. 

We extend get well wishes to Carolyn Gancarczyk, Gene’s wife…as she 

recovers from sustaining a broken ankle recently. 

 

The new year, 2021, will be happy if we can get some good news in regards 

to COVID-19. In line with this, we’re going to dance on the 2nd and 4th 



Saturday only (no dancing on the 5th Saturday). Please go to our Facebook 

page at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/2402030760029886 for the latest 

updates. At the dances, temperatures will be taken, masks will be required, 

and hand sanitizer will be available, but there won’t be a duty square. 

 

Daryl Stout 

 

Swingin’ Cavaliers 

 
I can’t believe another year has come and gone, and most of it without dancing.  

That would be bad enough, but I think I’ve replaced exercise with eating those 

evenings, and no way to work it off!  

 

We were blessed to have three couples meet, and get married last year. JW and 

Clyda were even hoping to have a Square Dance at the wedding celebration, 

but that wasn't possible.  

 

Hoping Covid-19 will run its course, and back off in the New Year, so we can 

resume our joyful evenings with friends again. We’ll still be Dark until it's safe; 

but really missing everyone, and hoping all stay safe and healthy.  

 

Anita Vandergriff 

 

Levi’s And Lace 

 
Merry Christmas  to everyone.  I’m sorry I haven't contributed in a while, but I 

haven't had a computer or working phone.  Plus, not much news.  

 

We are not dancing because we do not have a place to dance, & probably won't 

for a long time, if ever, because of  Covid-19.  We may dance in the Little Red 

Barn in the future, though.   

 

Carolyn Gancarczyk is on the mend after breaking her ankle.  She is slowly 

getting better.   Gene has learned to cook, and do the shopping.  We are proud 

of him.  Proud of her, too.  She still has that contagious laugh.  Can't keep her 

down.   

 

Jim Finney is still having chemo, but is doing so much better than we thought.  

That’s not to say it’s not really tough on him, but he’s coping  well. Both he 

and Nancy are a great team. I think they are both worn out, though.   

 



Love to all.  We miss dancing with everyone.  I try to stay safe, because I have 

Mom and Chris to take care of.  They keep me very busy.  

 

I fell off a log while hiking with the girls. (Leaned on a tree for support -- bad 

news…it was dead). It’s painfully possible to keep going with hurt ribs, but not 

with Covid-19; plus I’d be  exposing others.  I’ll be glad when this gets better, 

if ever.  But this is reality for now.   

 

We pray for all our square dance family.  Please stay well. 

 

Phyllis Keeney 

 

Heber Springers 

 
There’s a new slate of officers for the Heber Springers. Jeanne Winningham 

and Jo Workman are Co-Presidents…Helen Jensen is Vice President…Rhonda 

Sullivan is Secretary…Wilma Sanders and Theresa Tubbs are Co-Treasurers, 

and Phil Moorehouse as caller.  

 

Phil was unavailable for the clubs Christmas Dance…but Roy Hestand, Jr., 

caller for the Pioneers and Ozark Promenaders, joined Carolyn Birdsong, caller 

for the Bluebird Squares, to call the dance. Pictures from it are in the e-Edition. 

 

Jeanne Winningham 
 

Bluebird Squares 

 
Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and allow me to be the first to say 

– HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2021? Glad we can say bye-bye to 2020! With the 

vaccine being available, I hope it's just a matter of time that the virus will be 

nothing more than a bad memory, and we’ll get back to our normal lives! 

 

We had 17 eat, and 18 dance, at our Thanksgiving Gobble And Dance. The 

food was really good, thanks to Tommy Ward! I cooked the turkey and gravy, 

but he made the cranberry jalapeno dip, cornbread dressing, green bean 

casserole, candied yams, rolls, and creamy pumpkin pie -- all from scratch! 

Thanks to Theresa Tubbs for her fabulous cherry pie! We hardly had any 

leftovers, much to my chagrin. A good time was had by all! 

 

(Apologies to Carolyn Birdsong for not noting her “banana tree babies” in last 

month’s report -- I do all my gardening at Kroger!! DS). 



 

We were to have our 4th annual Christmas dance, December 19th, 7pm to 9pm 

at the Saline County Fairgrounds. Santa Claus and his elf (Phil Moorehouse 

and Moi) were to be the callers for the evening. Each dancer was to receive a 

surprise! I plan to have a report on that dance in the February, 2021 issue. 

 

Phil could not make it to the Heber Springers' Christmas Dance And Potluck 

December 11th. I was planning to go anyway; and Roy Hestand and I ended up 

calling the dance. The food was awesome, and then we got to work it off! That's 

really the best way to square dance, isn't it? Lol! We celebrated Mick and Gloria 

Watts’ birthdays on the same day! It's always good to see all the people up 

there! 

 

Bluebird Squares first dance of 2021 will be January 16th, 7pm to 9pm. 

 

I'm looking forward to the Three Amigo Dance January 2, 2021 in Eureka 

Springs. Have you made your hotel reservations yet? 

 

I will continue taking temperatures, and have plenty of hand sanitizer. If you 

want to wear a mask while you're dancing, that is ok, some do. Again, if you 

feel uncomfortable being around people, or have a fever or a cough, can't taste 

or smell your wine, please don't come! 

 

Hope ya'll come over and laugh and dance with us!  

 

Carolyn Birdsong 

  

      
 

 



                ASSDF Modern Square Subscription Form 
 

$20.00 Enclosed for one Year Subscription 
 

New (…..)   Renewal (..…) 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 
Please help us to prevent errors. Print clearly. 

 

Address_______________________________________ 
 

City__________________________________________ 
 

State__________________________ Zip ____________ 
 

Telephone Number _____________________________ 

 

Email Address__________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to ASSDF (please be sure that 

the check is signed), and mail with this form to:  

 

Sheila Gesing 

9760 Grant 7 

Sheridan, AR 72150 

Where is My Modern Square?? 

 
The Modern Square is mailed by the 23rd of the month, before 

the month of issue. If you haven’t received it by the 1st of the 

month (excluding Sundays and holidays), contact the Editor to 

be sure your print subscription hasn’t expired (the date’s on the 

mailing label on the back page), and your mailing address is 

correct.  

 

If the subscription is current, and the mailing address is correct, 

then contact your Post Office, and ask where it is (mail delivery 

has been slower than usual lately). Complain that you need The 

Modern Square, because of the dance dates within it.  

 


